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Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah
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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

2:X M190: A korban is a merely a reflection of a person’s desire to reconnect with Hashem. Without
the internal desire, the korban is meaningless.

2:X X1 '9 wn nv'nin iX: Ohr Hachaim explains the pasuk non a7 ' DX as a praise to those
who are able to encourage those more spiritually distant to come close to Hashem.

0:a wan 1w When a korban burns on the mizbeach, the fire impacts the korban, and at the same
time, is sustained by the korban. Both happen simulteanously. So too, a Jew's relationship with
Torah is all consuming, and it is this that sustains the Torah.

a:x n7apni andn: A korban is called a korban since it engenders closeness between the makriv and
hashem.

0N Ty X 77n 1n"7xn andn: The N1 nwno 'vap explains that a person is often in conflict - their
animalistic side vs their elevated selves. A korban raises the animalistic behavior, and allows the
intellect to guide it.




Foundations
NA2"P
Korbanos

Sefer Vayikra begins to detail the different types of korbanos. This week we will examine the nature of korbanos and their
role in Judaism.

The reason for korbanos

a. Rambam (Moreh Nevuchim 3:46, also cited by Ramban Vayikra 1:9) explains that korbanos were a deterrant
from the Jewish people sacrificing to idolators. Since the act of sacrificial offering (or, to use a fantastic word,
propitiations) was a common idolatrous practice, the institution of korbanos was meant as a Jewish
substitute.

i. Along these lines, see Kli Yakar Vayikra 1:2 who explains the verse non 2y7' '> 0TX that the most
essential aspect of the korban is the “Don” - that the sacrifice come from within.

ii. This explanation is questioned y many meforshim, including the Ramban for a host of reasons.
Chiefly, if korbanos are a response to idolatry, why is it that we find sacrifices offered by Adam
HaRishon even prior to the advent of idolatry?
b. Ramban (Vayikra 1:9) explains that korbanos are a symbolic act of man to show that when man sins they
should really be sacrificed, were it not for God’s benevolence.

i. Some question (See Rabaynu Bachaye ibid. who references this point) that the Ramban’s explanation
only makes sense for those korbanos that are offered in response to sin, however many korbanos
serve a different purpose (such as a korban todah).

c¢. Maharal (Gevuros Hashem Ch. 69) explains that the point of korbanos is to acknowledge that all matter in
the world ultimately returns to God and all of creation belongs to Him.

i. See Sefer Mimaamakim (Vayikra #2) who considers that both Ramban and Rambam agree to this
formulation. When the Rambam said that korbanos were a response to idolatry, he did not mean
active idolatrous practice, but the internal urge and very notion that powers exist outside of God. In
that regard, Rambam and Maharal can be in agreement.

ii. See also Meshech Chochma'’s introduction to the parsha, who explains that the Rambam’s explanation
of korbanos only applies to those korbanos offered on a nna (a natn outside of the Beis Hamikdash).

Prayer and Korbanos

a. The Talmud (Brachos 26b) cites a dispute whether the three daily prayers were established to correspond to
the prayers said by the Avos or the do they correspond to the daily sacrifices (the two |"T'nn and maariv based
on the fact that they burnt into the night). Based on the existence of the mussaf prayer, which can only be
explained based on the parallel to korbanos, the Talmud concludes that although the Avos established the
prayers, the rabbis paralleled them based on the korbanos.

b. See Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 98:4 who explains that the connection between korbanos and prayer has
several parallels:

i. Like a korban (See Zevachim 2a), one has to be careful not to have proper naid when praying

ii. As when offering a korban, n"nwy nimw should be done while standing.
iii. Like a korban, prayer should be done in a specific location.
c¢. For more on the connection between prayer and korbanos see Kolbo #65.
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